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INELBERT, SCHIPPERT, & HOYING CROWNED UPHA ARABIAN BREEDS CHALLENGE CUP NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
At the Arabian & Half-Arabian Youth National Championship Horse Show

Lighting up the arena in the newly minted OG&E Coliseum at the OKC State Fairgrounds in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
the UPHA Arabian Breeds Challenge Cup National Champions were crowned on Saturday, July 18.

A competitive group of young riders entered the arena, vying for a 2026 UPHA Arabian Breeds Challenge Cup National
Championship title. These riders competed in three groups, from which three national champions were crowned:
Senior, Junior, and 10 & Under Walk/Trot.

The two older age groups performed rail work and a pattern in the preliminary stage, while the 10 & under competitors
performed rail work only.

The finalists competed in Phase II, on Saturday, July 18th with the 10 & Under Walk/Trot division held in the morning,
while the Junior and Senior riders' Phase II was held during the evening session, after which time the champions were
crowned.

Marley Elbert, Noblesville, IN, was named the UPHA Arabian Breeds 14-17 National Champion. Elbert rode SD The
Noblest to top honors, instructed by Select Show Horses.

The Reserve National Champion in the senior division was Anna Schippert, Rogersville, MO, riding Daniel-San and
instructed by Leah Beth Golladay/Stackowski Farm.

Remaining Top Ten Honors:
Calleigh Polo, New Palestine, IN, riding Commander N Chief NNW and instructed by DeSoto Training Center.

Gianna Kern, West Falls, N.Y., riding CSP Rum Chata and instructed by Richard Wright and Matt Siemon/Siemon
Stables.

Audrey Bush, Scottsdale, AZ, riding Money Man BF and instructed by Taryn Lundquist and Jolene Galvin Yerckie.

Annia Garmendia, Miami, Fla., riding Girl On Fire and instructed by Christy Higman Clements Training.

Gabriella Murphy, Cave Creek, AZ, riding SHF Blu Moon Rizing and instructed by Josh Shino/Shino Training Center.

Jianna Maio, Fall City, WA, riding KA Dance All Night and instructed by Jonathan Ramsay/Stachowski Farm.

Allee Luca, Grand Rapids, MI, riding ANight At The Roxy and instructed by Cassidy Curtis/Curtis Performance Horses.

Ana Plivleich, Ada, MI, riding Afire Keeper MCL and instructed by Cassidy Curtis/Curtis Performance Horses.
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Alia Schippert of Rogersville, MO was named the UPHA Arabian Breeds 13 & Under National Champion. Schippert rode
A Nutter One BF to top honors and is instructed by Leah Beth Golladay/Stachowski Farm.

The Reserve National Champion in the 13 & Under division was Sydney Strand, Chancellor, SD, riding MJM Hit Man
and instructed by Shan Wilson/ChriShan Park.

Remaining Top Ten Honors:
Charlie Thomson, Phoenix, AZ, riding Tap Out and instructed by Daniel Training Center, LLC.

Mariah King, New Carlisle, Ohio, riding AJ American Sniper and instructed by Matt and Sara Siemon/Siemon Stables.

Maleah King, New Carlisle, Ohio, riding Afires Prophecy SS and instructed by Matt and Sara Siemon/Siemon Stables.

Amelia Holzmann, New Carlisle, OH, riding Supersticion and instructed by Matt and Sara Siemon/Siemon Stables.

Adelynn Thompson, Noblesville, IN, riding Gotta Lotta Nirv PF and instructed by Matt and Sara Siemon/Siemon Stables.

Skylar Van Schoonhoven, West Falls, N.Y., riding Toskan Prince V, and instructed by Matt and Sara Siemon/Siemon
Stables.

Dean Pembroke Santschi, Princess Anne, MD, riding Midnight Angel WA, and instructed by Shelby Norris-Leonard.

Khloe Scheib, Greenwood, IN, riding Night Heir WW, and instructed by Tara Lafave.

Mia Hoying, Westfield, IN, was named the UPHA Arabian Breeds 10 & Under Walk/Trot National Champion. Hoying rode
JSN Mombasa to top honors under the instruction of Select Show Horses.

The Reserve National Champion in the 10 & Under division was Claire Crainshaw, Queen Creek, AZ. Crainshaw rode
Feel The Thunder PF and is instructed by Taryn Lundquist.

Remaining Top Ten Honors:
Bryce Egan, Salt Lake City, Utah, riding Eden Fire and instructed by Michael Perry/Perry Performance Horses.

Brooklyn Huljak, Scottsdale, AZ, riding Heir To Grace CAA and instructed by Natalie Jones.

Macie Mills, New Carlisle, OH, riding CF Dressed In Style and instructed by Matt and Sara Siemon/SiemonStables.

Tynley Kayser, Alexandra, SD, riding Eros Persuasion and instructed by Eric Kobernusz/Eric's Equestrian Center.
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The UPHA would like to congratulate all athletes who participated in the UPHA Arabian Challenge Cup National Finals.

The UPHA Challenge Cup was established in 1972 to encourage competition for saddle seat equitation riders
throughout the nation. The Arabian Breeds Challenge Cup was established in 1994 and a Junior Championship was
added in 1999. The mission of the United Professional Horsemen's Association Foundation is to encourage and
promote educational activities and competition related to the sport of showing horses. Many juvenile and adult riders
have increased their equine knowledge and athletic skills through our Challenge Cup programs.

For more information on the UPHA Challenge Cup program visit the website at www.uphaonline.com or contact
Jennifer Mellenkamp, UPHA Executive Director at jmellenkamp@uphaonline.com or (859) 231-5070.

UPHA Sportsmanship Award
The UPHA Challenge Cup Sportsmanship Award is awarded to the rider who serves as a role model and exhibits
characteristics that exemplify positive sportsmanship principles. The award is voted on by their peers in their age
division; all riders are eligible who have competed in phase 1 of the Finals. This year's award was sponsored by
Richard Wright.

Congratulations to this year's winners: 
The UPHA Senior Sportsmanship Award winner was Rhiannon Brefke and the UPHA Junior Sportsmanship Award
winner was Mariah King.

UPHA Challenge Cup Reception
A special thank you to The Schippert Family who graciously sponsored the UPHA reception following the UPHA Arabian
Breeds Challenge Cup National Finals preliminaries. Richard Wright served as the Master of Ceremonies. The
competitors were able to share lots of camaraderie and fun times before moving on to Phase II of the National Finals. 

https://www.uphaonline.com/challenge-cup
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