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INUPHA INDUCTS ABEL LOPEZ INTO THE UPHA CARETAKER HALL OF FAME
Presented at the 2026 Lexington Junior League Charity Horse Show

The UPHA Jesus Gonzales Gomez Caretaker Hall of Fame honors those whose lifelong commitment to exceptional
horse care has enriched our industry. Tonight, we recognize a man who has exemplified that commitment for more

than three decades.

Originally from Michoacán, Mexico, Abel Lopez came to the United States as a teenager, working construction in
Chicago before finding his true calling in the horse industry. Over the past three decades, he has devoted his life to

caring for horses, working alongside many respected horsemen, including John Biggins, Kim and Fran Crumpler, Mike
Spencer, Peter Palmer, Annalize and Gene van der Walt, and others. Since joining Rich Campbell’s Majestic Oaks

Hackney Farm in 2011, he has become an indispensable part of its success.

Shelby Balmas has worked alongside him for six years. She recalls arriving at Majestic Oaks after working with
Saddlebreds, knowing very little about Hackney ponies. Abel patiently shared his knowledge, helping her learn the
nuances of the division while quietly setting an example of true horsemanship.Today, she credits him not only with

helping her become a better trainer, but with reminding her every day what it means to put the horse first.

Abel's responsibilities extend far beyond the typical duties of a caretaker. He travels to every horse show, drives the
trucks and trailers, tackles whatever job needs to be done, and never complains. No matter the request, his familiar

response is always the same: "Okie dokie." Those two simple words have become something of a trademark at
Majestic Oaks. They reflect a man who never seeks attention, never asks for recognition, and never hesitates to help.

Even during the busiest horse shows, when pressure mounts and nerves begin to show, Abel remains calm. As Shelby
describes it, when everything around him feels hectic, he simply smiles and reminds everyone, "Everything will be

alright." More often than not, he's right.

Perhaps Abel's greatest gift is the relationship he builds with every horse in his care.
He believes horses should be trained with love and taught to trust the people around them. He never worries about
whether a horse or pony is easy or difficult, accomplished or unproven. Every horse receives the same patience,

compassion, and unwavering attention.

He's often entrusted with the horses and ponies that need a little extra understanding. Time and again, those that have
struggled to find their confidence have flourished under Abel's care. His quiet horsemanship has helped transform

promising horses and ponies into champions—not through force, but through trust.

The impact of Abel's quiet dedication can be measured in many ways—but the accomplishments are certainly
impressive.

During his remarkable career, Abel has cared for 23 World's Champions, along with numerous Reserve World's
Champions and National Champions. Ask him which horses mean the most, however, and he'll quickly tell you his

favorites: three-time World's Grand Champion CH Unexpected 2, World's Champion CH Anticipation's Warrior LF, and
three-time World's Grand Champion Craycroft Matador.



United Professional Horsemen’s 
Association, Inc.

123 East Main Street
Midway, KY 40347

Office: (859) 231-5070
Fax: (859) 255-2774

UPHAOnline.com

Mail To: 
PO Box 3728

Midway, KY 40347

Yet those who know him understand that ribbons have never been his motivation. For Abel, every horse deserves the
same care, whether it's a future world's champion or one taking its very first trip into the show ring.

Outside the barn, Abel is just as devoted to his family. He and his wife, Ellen, have been married for 26 years and have
raised three children together. He often brings his family to the farm on Sundays when chores call, and he proudly

speaks of the bright futures they are building together.

Caretakers are often the first to arrive in the morning and the last to leave at night. Their work rarely happens in the
spotlight, yet every successful stable depends on their dedication. They are the quiet professionals whose

commitment, loyalty, and perseverance make success possible for everyone around them.

Abel Lopez is one of those remarkable individuals. His legacy isn't measured simply by the champions he has helped
produce. It's measured by the trust he's earned from the horses in his care, the respect of the people who have

worked beside him, and the example he has quietly set for more than three decades.

For more than 30 years, he has embodied the very spirit of the UPHA Jesus Gonzales Gomez Caretaker Hall of Fame.
Congratulations to the 2026 UPHA Jesus Gonzales Gomez Caretaker Hall of Fame inductee... Abel Lopez.
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